Mendham Recreation Committee Minutes: March 14, 2018

In attendance: Melissa Wojcik, Bud Murphy, & Bruce DiBisceglie (dept chair). 
1. Communications
a. Feb 2018 Mendham Borough Recreation Committee (MBRC) meeting minutes were approved.
i. It was noted that “Sandlot” was removed as a movie and replaced with “Honey, I Shrunk the Kids”

ii. Minutes and agendas posted to Mendham Borough website.
b. Communications:

i. Bruce & Penny have received:
1. Booklet updates from Mendham Township
2. Day Camp Employment Applications (total 101 to date)
3. Hawks Graphics, proof approvals
c. Meetings: 
i. Bruce met with Mendham HS International Baccalaureate students Max Shepard & Nick Decheser on Feb 15, to hear a proposal by IBCB to make park improvements for this high school project. 

1. This is part of a STEM Service Learning Project

2. The IB proposal is to refurbish something in Borough Park. Possibilities are:

a. The shed near the basketball court

b. Volleyball court

3. Costs would be covered by IBCB fundraisers

4. Projected completion would be summer 2018

5. Bruce recommended that IBCB work closely with Jeff Cooper and cc Recreation

ii. Bruce met with Jeff Cooper on Feb 15
1. Bruce shared IBCB proposal with Jeff

2. Jeff let Bruce know that the new sign for Borough Park would be completed by Mar 1

3. Bruce let Jeff know that the MBRC proposal is to replace the swing set in 2018, acquire a rock wall by 2019 and resurface the tennis court with field turf (with WMSC) by 2020
iii. Bruce & Stan attended the Feb 15 Borough Council Meeting:
1. Stan reported that the Day Camp will raise employee pay to minimum wage levels. The increase is approx. 19%. The cost would be directly offset a 19% increase in camper fees.
2. Fred Semrau shared that the background check resolution has been hammered out and will be proposed subsequently. 

3. Mayor Henry inquired about the Food Truck progress. Bruce reported that JMK will be applying for a Main St banner. Bruce added that the MBRC will use the annual Recreation booklet, eBlasts, and the Borough website to promote the event.

4. The Borough Council has approved Robert Mulcahy to serve as the 2018 Labor Day Parade Grand Marshal

5. Questions arose about the turf project:

a. Dave Sharkey proposed the Park/Orchard court

b. John Andrews noted that the lighted courts would benefit multi-use.

c. Bruce noted that the lighted courts would benefit Mendham Co-Op

d. Stan noted that we are in the early stages

e. John Andrus noted that advanced financing could be problematic.
2. 2018 Recreation Booklet: 

a. Bruce reported that everything is on schedule and that the target street date is still April 1.
3. Summer Activities: 

a. “Coco” was moved to Aug 1 and “Honey, I Shrunk the Kids” will be shown on July 18

b. Applications for the Day Camp doubled after the announced pay increase. 

i. There were 15 applicants from Jan 1 – Jan 31

ii. There were 21 additional applicants from Feb 1 – Feb 23

iii. There were 65 additional applicants from Feb 26 – Feb 28

c. Director hires are:

i. Amanda Sherwin – Camp Director

ii. Kristel Gallagher – Assistant Camp Director

iii. Kyle Wiggins – Medical Director

iv. Julia Drahzal – Art Director

4. Parade Pre-Game: 

a. No suggestions were made for Parade Theme. 
b. Bruce asked that all MBRC members submit one theme for the April 11th MBRC meeting 
5. Prior Business: 

a. Melissa inquired about Borough Park field naming. Bruce mentioned “Elliot Field” (to honor 1st Mendham Borough Mayor 1906, and “Lenape Field” to honor the original inhabitants of Mendham = 
6. New Business:   
a. Budget approved.
b. JMK meeting (Melissa, Allison (JMK) & Bruce):
i. Allison said that the main entrance point will be closer to Orchard and that Park Ave will be used for handicapped parking/access

ii. Melissa asked Allison about ideas she had in a few areas:

1. What would be the cost of a Mendham organization buying booth space ($100)

2. Allison said that organizations should email her for a contract and return it by May 31.

3. No electricity or tables provided by JMK, just a 10x10 area is allotted

4. Ask Historical Society if they would like involvement with the Doubleday theme

5. Ask Economic Development if they would like space to promote businesses.

6. Have a booth for Recreation

7. Social media contest. Most likes for a MBRC hashtag receives a prize.

8. See if HS wants to have student write news article about event.

9. Ask Little League to run baseball events on lower field

a. Home-Run Derby?

b. Base Running Contest

c. Pitching Area

d. Photo Booth

e. Pick up game
Next Meeting: 7:30pm, WEDNESDAY, April 11, 2018 at the Phoenix House
